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INTRODUCTION
Welcome back to the aquatic world of R ick H ill.  T his visit is not for the feint of heart nor

the weak swimmer.  We are venturing into the exciting world of the B ig R iver:  deep, mysteri-
ous, and home to big fish.  We could put a specific river’s name on it but in essence it could be
one of several rivers.  Pick one;  it may flow next to your town, your school, your home.

Big rivers are the end result of very large scale watersheds.  Just as rainfall runs from the
roof of our home or school, it is “shed” by the earth.  T he rate it flows into streams is deter-
mined by degree of vegetative cover, slope of the land, and human land uses.  E ach area which
drains rainfall into a given stream is defined as that stream’s watershed.  T herefore, a big river’s
watershed includes all land which drains water into feeder streams and rivers which flow into
that river.  T he M ississippi watershed is the largest of the U nited States as it includes that land
mass which drain into the M issouri, O hio, Tennessee, and A rkansas rivers to name but a few.

T he basic goal of the aquatic ecosystem poster  ser ies is to educate all  people on
the impor tance of healthy aquatic systems and their  relationship to l ifelong aquatic
recreation.  T herefore, this guide will stress positive aspects of what we recognize as national
biological treasures.  W hen students receive a negative picture of one portion of the environ-
ment, they may give up and look for something where their generation can make a difference.
By informing and exciting them about “mysteries of the deep”, perhaps the rivers of K entucky
will be that environmental challenge they will want to answer.   To maintain balance, a reality
section will be included to give teachers factual answers to anticipated questions about our big
rivers as we enter the 21st century.

T here are four teaching sections in this teacher’s guide.  First, each species featured on the
poster is identified by common and specific name for users.  Next, we establish large scale
watershed concepts and how each segment of a watershed contributes to the B ig R iver.  T he
ancient fish section is intended to call attention to this unique group of fish and what is happen-
ing with them today.  Finally, we illustrate human interactions with rivers and the economic
importance of these rivers to our nation.

For K entucky teachers, at least one K E R A  Academic E xpectation from K entucky’s C ur-
riculum Framework has been included for each activity.  T his is to illustrate the broad range of
expectations that could be taught using individual activities or combinations.  W hile one
expectation is included, many others could be included.  To improve our ecosystem efforts,
please fill out the evaluation on the next page and return it to the address listed.  Additional
teaching ideas are requested and will be included in future publications of this teacher’s guide
when received.  Send all comments to:

A quatic E ducation A dministrator
K Y  D epartment of Fish and W ildlife R esources

# 1 G ame Farm R d.
Frankfort K Y  40601

(502) 564-4762/FA X  (502) 564-6508/e-mail lnelson@ mail.state.ky.us
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Name: ________________________ Grade taught: ___________________
School: ________________________ Phone: ___________________
Address: ________________________ e-mail _______________________________

________________________

1.  I received my Big River Ecosystem poster and teacher’s guide from the following source.
______________________________________________________________________________

2.  On a scale of one to ten, please evaluate the poster in comparison to similar materials you
have received.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

3.  What did you like most or least about the poster to rate it as you did?
______________________________________________________________________________

4.  How have you used this poster?
______________________________________________________________________________

5.  On a scale of one to ten please evaluate the teacher’s guide you received in comparison to other
similar products?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

6.  What did you like most or least about the teacher’s guide to rate it as you did?
______________________________________________________________________________

7.  What other aquatic related materials would you find useful in your class or youth group?
______________________________________________________________________________

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS (PLEASE INCLUDE HERE ANY ACTIVITIES YOU HAVE
DEVELOPED FROM THIS POSTER):

I REQUEST THE FOLLOWING:
_____ Contact me with Project WILD training opportunities.
_____ Place me on a mailing list for future materials.
_____ Please send _____ extra copies for teachers at my school.
_____ Other

EVALUATION
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